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John Welding

Mundane Diary

Drawing in October 2022

October has come around again so it's time to draw something
every day - until it's time to not draw something everyday again.
This year | am using my daily diary as the idea generator.

Creating a page can take anything from two to eight hours or
more and the process goes something like this...

Thumbnails
Quick pencil doodles on cheap paper, working from my
handwritten diary dictates what is going to go into the panel.

Pencil Drawing

Getting the proportions, composition and details down in the
sketchbook more accurately so there is less chance of making a
mistake when the inking starts.

Inking

Using a dip pen and ink to create the line work, crosshatching and
mark making. The witty title comes last, riffing on the drawing and
the diary entry. Mistakes do happen and that's where the ‘white
out’ comes in. Although that creates a problem with applying
watercolour over the top. That's where Photoshop comes in.

Colouring

Erase the pencil then apply watercolour to areas of the ink drawing
that | think are important. | knew | would be scanning the
sketchbook pages and didn't aim to colour in everything, just the
focal points. Used Photoshop to tweak some of the colours and to
drop in a colour overlay here and there.

It's all very mundane.
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Materials used:

A5 Seawhite Sketchbook (140gsm, Hardcased)

The best sketchbooks I've used. The paper is sized and takes ink
really well with very little to no bleed and the paper does not buckle
too much either with adding watercolour.

Vintage Perry & Co No. 227 EF Nib
| was given a box of these a few years ago and feel it's my duty to
use them all before | die. They are a good, flexible drawing nib.

Black Indian Ink Winsor & Newton
A reliable, strong ink that covers well and can be diluted to flow
better with a nib. Waterproof when dry.

Cotman Watercolour Winsor & Newton

Transparent Cotman Watercolours, usually applied with a water bush.

Acylic White Ink Winsor & Newton
Goes over most ink and watercolour in a solid opaque layer.

+ Tippex, coloured pencils, paper patches and glue.

+ Digital clean-up of scanned drawings and colour overlays applied
in Photoshop.

+ Pdf created with Affinity Publisher

John Welding,
December 2022

© 2021 John Welding. All rights reserved.

mundane

/ man'dein/

adjective

1. lacking interest or excitement; dull.

"his mundane, humdrum existence"

2. of this earthly world rather than a heavenly or spiritual one.

"according to the Shinto doctrine, spirits of the dead can act upon the
mundane world"



